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1. Wireless Sensor Network Overview

The LORD Sensing Wireless Sensor Network is a high- speed, scalable, sensor data acquisition and
sensor networking system. Each system consists of wireless sensor interface nodes, a data collection
gateway, and full- featured user software platforms based on the LORD Sensing Lossless Extended
Range Synchronized (LXRS) and data communications protocols. Bi-directional wireless communication
between the node and gateway enables sensor data collection and configuration. Gateways can be
connected locally to a host computer or remotely via local and mobile networks. Some gateways also
feature analog outputs for porting sensor data directly to stand-alone data acquisition equipment.

INPUT SENSORS WIRELESS NODES GATEWAYS SOFTWARE

SensorCloud’

{mMscCL}

\ x4

The selection of available nodes allows interface with many types of sensors, including accelerometers,
strain gauges, pressure transducers, load cells, torque and vibration sensors, magnetometers, 4 to 20 mA
sensors, thermocouples, RTD sensors, soil moisture and humidity sensors, inclinometers, and orientation
and displacement sensors. Some nodes come with integrated sensing devices such as accelerometers.
System sampling capabilities include lossless synchronized sampling, continuous and periodic burst
sampling, and data logging. A single gateway can coordinate many nodes of any type, and multiple
gateways can be managed from one computer with the SensorConnect™ and SensorCloud™ software
platforms. Integration to customer systems can be accomplished using OEM versions of the sensor nodes
and leveraging the LORD Sensing data communications protocol.

Common wireless applications of LORD Sensing Systems are strain sensor measurement,
accelerometer platforms, vibration monitoring, energy monitoring, environmental monitoring, and
temperature monitoring.

L.OIRID sensine
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2. Node Overview

The V-Link-200 wireless sensor node features eight analog input channels designed to accommodate a
wide range of Wheatstone bridge and analog sensors, including strain, load cell, torque, pressure,
acceleration, vibration, magnetic field, displacement, and geophones. There are four channels for single-
ended sensor measurement, four channels for differential sensor measurement, and an on-board internal
temperature sensor.

V-Link-200 inputs are 18-bit resolution with £ 0.1% full scale measurement accuracy. The node can log
data to internal memory, transmit real-time synchronized data, and it supports event driven triggers with
both pre- and post- event buffers.

To acquire sensor data, the V-Link-200 is used with a LORD Sensing WSDA gateway, and comes with
the following configuration options.

Figure 1 - V-Link-200

L.OIRID sensine
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2.1 Components List

V-Link-200 sensor node comes with the following configuration options. For a complete list of available
configurations, accessories, additional system products and ordering information, see Wireless

Equipment on page84.

<

Item \
A

Description
V-Link-200

| Quantity
1

Antenna with right angle adapter

1

Node tester board

1

B
C
D

AA Lithium batteries (3.6 V dc, 2.4
Ah)

4

DIN rail clip

#6-32 x 3/8" Thread forming
screws

Calibration Certificate

L.OIRID sensine

MicroStrain




V-Link®-200 User Manual

2.2 Interface and Indicators

The V-Link-200 LEDs indicate operational modes showing when the node is booting up, idle and
waiting for a command, sampling, resynchronizing, or if there is an error.

mounting tab
(both sides)

Figure 2 - Interface and Indicators

Indicator Behavior Node Status
OFF Node is OFF
Rapid green flashing Node is booting up
on start-up
Device 1 (slow) green pulse Node is idle and waiting
per second for a command
status -
indicat 1 green blink every 2 Node is samolin
Indicator seconds pling
Blue L.ED during Node is resynchronizing
sampling
Red LED Built-in test error

Table 1 - Indicator Behaviors

L.OIRID sensine
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2.3 Node Diagnostics

In the Wireless Node Configuration menu under the Sampling tab, there are four user-set data points
to provide information about the status of the Node.

Wireless Node Configuration

Hardware Calibration Sampling Power

Lost Beacon Timeout ] ) Off  \ ‘ 0 ‘ minute(s)
Diagnostic Info Interval « ) ‘ 30 ‘ second(s)
Storage Limit Mode ‘ Stop v |
Sensor Warmup Delay \ :1 \ psec(s) Sensor Always On

Apply Configuration

Figure 3 - Node Diagnostic Menu

| Lost Beacon Timeout: Thetimeanode will searchforabeaconbefore determiningthere
isnobase station connectivity. User-setbetween 2 minutesand 600 minutes

Diagnostic Info Interval: The report rate of the diagnostic packet. User-set between 30
seconds and 65536 seconds. The following data channels are available.

o Current State: The current state of the device when the Diagnostic
Packet issent.
o 0=ldle
o 1=DeepSleep
o 2= ActiveRun
o 3 = InactiveRun

o Run Time: The number of seconds the Node has been in each state.

o Reset Counter: The number of times the Node has reset.
o Low Battery Indicator: If 1, a low battery event has been detected
since the last Diagnostic Packet.

o Sample Info:
o Sweep Index: The total number of sweeps (good
and bad).

L.OIRID sensine
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o Bad Sweep Count: The total number of failed
sweeps.

o Transmit Info:

o Total Transmissions: Number of unique packets
transmitted (not includingretransmissions.)

o Total Retransmissions: Number of retransmitted
packets. Packets are retransmitted when a node
does not receive acknowledgment from the base
station.

o Total Dropped Packets: Number of packets the
Node has discarded due to buffer overflow, or
exceeding the maximum number of
retransmissions per packet.

o Built in Test Result: The result of the Built in Test function.

o Event Trigger Index: The index of the most recent Event Trigger
logged to the Node. When this number changes, a new event has
occurred.

o External Power: Flag indicating if external power is connected or not.

o 0= NotConnected

o 1=External Power Connected

[e]

Internal Temperature: The internal temperature of the Node in
degrees Celsius.

1 Storage Limit Mode: Determines the behavior of the storage as either first in, first out
(FIFO), orstopswhenthe storageisfull. Setat Stop by defaultwith an Overwrite optionin
the drop down menu

1 Sensor Warm Up Delay: The delay time before sampling after excitation is enabled.
Sensor Always On is set by default and indicated by a check mark. To manually set this
feature, uncheck the box and set between 1 psecond and 66000 pseconds.

L.OIRID sensine
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Channels  Settings Quick Viey
~ Local Data Text Chart x
v Node78 e | Take Split

CJens 78.Node | 78.1dle

[Jche | Channels State Runtime

iz | | (Diag) |(Diag)

[Jchs Minimum 0.0000 30.0000

] RSSI (Node) Maximum 2.0000 16497.000

[] RSSI (BaseStation 4721£ Nov102016 |0 |240.0000

11:39:49.922502
Node State (Diag) e
Idie Runtime (Diag) ®

Figure 4 - Viewing Node Diagnostic Data
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2.4 Node Operational Modes

Sensor nodes have three operational modes: active, sleep, and idle. When the node is sampling, itis in
active mode. When sampling stops, the node is switched into idle mode, which is used for configuring
node settings, and allows toggling between sampling and sleeping modes. The node will automatically
go into the ultra low-power sleep mode after a user-determined period of inactivity. The node will not

go into sleep mode while sampling.

Active mode

« Performing user-set sampling
operations

« Status indicator on node blinks
green once every two seconds

setto idle

Idle mode

+ Allows toggling between sampling
and sleeping modes

+ Aliows node configuration

+ Status indicator on node pulses
green at 1 Hz

sleep setto idle

Sleep mode

* Low power mode

+ Checks penodically for an idle
command (user-selectable
interval)

« Status indicator on node blinks
blue at check radio interval

start sampling

NODE IS SAMPLING

NODE IS WAITING FOR A COMMAND

NODE IS CONSERVING POWER

Figure 5 - Node Operational Modes

13

L.OIRID sensin

MicroStrain



V-Link®-200 User Manual

3. System Operation

LORD Sensing has two software programs available for data acquisition from the wireless sensor
network: SensorCloud and SensorConnect. SensorCloud is an optional web- based data collection,
visualization, analysis, and remote management platform based on cloud computing
sindg®sret is PC- based software used for configuring gateways and nodes, selecting sampling
modes and parameters, initializing data acquisition, and viewing and saving data.

3.1 Software Installation

Install the SensorConnect software on the host computer before connecting any hardware. Access the
free software download on the LORD Sensing website at:

.nf. SensorConnect’

http://www.microstrain.com/software

SensorCloud is an optional data collection, visualization, analysis, and remote management tool. It is
based on cloud computing technology and is accessed directly from a web connection. For more
information go to: http://www.sensorcloud.com/.

SensorCloud’

L.OIRID sensine
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3.2 System Connections

To acquire sensor data the following components are needed: a LORD Sensing wireless sensor node,
a LORD Sensing data gateway, and a host computer with access to the data acquisition software.

The sensor, node, gateway, and software selection are application-dependent, but the basic interfaces
are the same. The V- Link- 200 gateway utilizes Ethernet communications and can be used with
SensorConnect and SensorCloud™, although system configuration is completed using
SensorConnect.

communication -~ .
cable s %w |
atewa ~
. v node tester ?
board pin 30
Node Pin Node Pin

Number Sons ‘ Number Signal

1 SP+ 16 SP+

2 S+ 17 S4+

3 Si- 18 S4-

4 GND 19 GND

5 S1s 20 S4S

6 SP+ 21 Ains

7 S2+ 22 GND

8 S2- 23 Ain6

9 GND 24 GND

10 s2s 25 Ain7

11 SP+ 26 GND

12 S3+ 27 Aing

13 S3- 28 GND

14 GND 29 Vin

15 S3S 30 GND

terminal block connections

Figure 6 - System Connections

L.OIRID sensin
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3.3 Gateway Communication

Drivers for the USB gateways are included the SensorConnect software installation. With the
software installed, the USB gateway will be detected automatically whenever the gateway is plugged
in.
1. Power is applied to the gateway through the USB connection. Verify the gateway status
indicator is illuminated, showing the gateway is connected and powered on.

Open the SensorConnect™software.

3. The gateway should appear in the Controller window automatically with a communication
port assignment. If the gateway is not automatically discovered, verify the port is active on the
host computer, and then remove and re-insert the USB connector.

‘ Home Devices Data
. — Base Station 47215
I (v:e Base Station 47215 : W

Serial 6307-1040-47215

Firmware 3.31

Connection Serial, COMS, 921600

Figure 7 - USB Gateway Communication

L.OIRID sensine
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3.4 Connect to Nodes

Several methods can be used in SensorConnect to establish communication with the nodes: the

automatic node discovery on the same frequency, automatic node discovery on a different frequency,
and add node manually.

3.4.1 Automatic Node Discovery on Same Frequency

If the base and node are on the same operating frequency, the node will populate below the
Base Station listing when powering on the V-Link-200.

o+« SensorConnect

Devices Data

v @ Base Station 47215 Frequency 24

- —

\ e ——————————————
{ _ © Node 210 pA Serial 6307-1040-47215

-

Home

© Node 6006 Firmware 3.31

Connection Serial, COM5, 921600

Figure 8 - Node Discovered On Same Frequency

L.OIRID sensin
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3.4.2 Automatic Node Discovery on Different Frequency

If a red circle with a number appears next to the Base Station, the node is operating on a
separate radio channel. Select the Base Station and then select the Nodes on Other
Frequencies tile.

Devices Data

Home

—————

-~ : ~
xQBa_se 2at2n _0_00_01 - (17 Frequency 18

© Node 197 Serial 6307-0200-00001

© Node 32235 Firmware 437110

Connection Serial, COM7, 3000000

=+

Nodes on Other
Frequencies

Figure 9 - Node On Other Frequency

Highlight the new node being added and select Move Node to Frequency (#).

Select a Node to move to this BaseStation's frequency.

Node Frequency Last Heard F
62884 11 8 minutes ago

Move Node to Frequency 24

Figure 10 - Move Node

L.OIRID sensin

18 MicroStrain




V-Link®-200 User Manual

3.4.3 Manually Add Node

Adding a node manually requires entering the node address and its current frequency setting.

From the Base Station, select the Manual Add Node tile, enter the Node Address, last known
Frequency (factory defaultis 15), and select Add Node.

Manual Add Node

Node Address

I 197] ,}
Frequency
18 |

Add Node

Figure 11 - Add Node By Address

If the node was successfully added, two confirmation messages will appear and it will be
listed under the Base Station.

Node Added
Added node 9 on frequency 14

Pinging Node 9 on frequency 14
Node 9 added on frequency 14.

«’- SensorConnect

Home  Devices

v O local
v @ Base Station 00001

© Node 9

Figure 12 - Add Node Confirmation

L.OIRID sensin
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If the node failed to be added, a failure message will appear. This means the node did not
respond to the base station which could indicate the node is not in idle mode or it may be on
another frequency. If "Add Node Anyway" is selected, it will associate that node with the
channel entered but it is likely there will be a communication error. If the node was not inidle,
move the base station to the frequency of the node and issue a "Set to Idle" command.

Failed to Find Node 9

Unable to communicate with Node 9 on frequency 20.

The Node may be out of range, sampling, or in a low power sleep state.

Do you want to add it to frequency 20 anyway?
Add Node Anyway

Figure 13 - Failure to Add Node

L.OIRID sensin
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3.5 Configure Node

Node settings are stored to non-volatile memory and may be configured using SensorConnect. To
access the node configuration menu, under Devices select the node and then the Configure tile.

Home Devices Data

v @ Base Station 47215 Frequency 24
’ sN-;de_ 8030~ N Serial 6307-1040-47215
-~ - ——— - —_—
Firmware 331
Connection Serial, COMS5, 921600
Setup
P o™
. O
] o 1 )4
\\ Configure /4 Cycle Power Range Test
. - #

The configuration menus show the channels and configuration options available for the type of node
being used.

For this example the V-Link-200 tester board is on channel 1.

1. Select Hardware > Input Range for channel 1, select +/-2 mV from the drop down menu.

2. Under Hardware Offset, select Balance Target for channel 1, select Mid (50%) from the drop
down menu.

3. Select Auto- Balance. When auto- balance is complete, a blue information window will
indicate the balanceresult.

Hardware Calibration Sampling

Input Range
Channel(s) Input Range
1 £2 millivolts v
Hardware Offset
Channel(s) Offset Balance Target

Auto balance complete
(achieved: 49.99%)

Figure 14 - Auto-Balance

L.OIRID sensin
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4. Select Calibration.

5. Select Microstrain from the Unit drop down menu, and select the Shunt Cal button enabled
on theright.

Hardware Calibration Sampling

Linear Calibration
Channel(s) Slope Offset Unit

1 1 0 Microstrain v n

Figure 15 - Node Configuration Menu

6. Use thefollowing settings:

a. Calibration Mode: Internal

b. Number of Active Gauges: 4

¢. Gauge Factor: 2

d. Gauge Resistance: 1000

e. Shunt Resistance: 499000
7. Select Start Shunt Cal for Slope and Offset calibrations.
8. Select Accept Calibration.

Shunt Calibration

Node: 78 - Channel: ch1

Calibration Mode Internal N
# Active Gauges 4
Gauge Factor 2
Gauge Resistance 1000 ohm
Shunt Resistance 499000 ohm

Simulated Strain 250 Start Shunt Cal

Figure 16 - Channel Settings

9. When the calibration is complete, the Wireless Node Configuration window will appear.
10. Select Apply Configuration to write to node memory.

L.OIRID sensin
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3.6 Configure and Start Sampling

To start a sampling session, nodes can be selected individually by selecting the Node name and then
the Sampile tile.

Home Devices Data

Base Station 71430

Frequency

| v Base Station 71430 6314-2000-71430

Node 19 _ Firmware 539217

Connection TCP/IP, 192.168.10.

Node 31
Control

" . O ~ -Jj
\ “ omm

! > \ (4 I—I

\ Sample / Set to Idle Sleep

N -

N -

To sample multiple nodes as a group, select the Base Station and then the Sampling Network tile.

Home Devices Data

Base Station 71430

Frequency

I v Base Station 71430 _ Serial 6314-2000-71430

Node 19 Firmware 5.39217

Connection TCP/IP, 192.168.10.
Node 31

Control
e TS
e N .
" > \| on | off 7,
\ )
\Samplmg Network/l Toggle Beacon Set Nodes To Idle
N -
= -

—

As a group, they will all be set to the same sampling mode. When the Base Station is selected, all the
nodes will appear in a list with a check mark to the left, all of the nodes checked off will be included in
the sampling. Uncheck the nodes to be excluded from the sampling.

L.OIRID sensine
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Wireless Network

Network Settings: synchronized @ Lossless @ High Capacity @

Node  Channels sampling Data Type @ Log/Transmit @ % Total Status

210 3 Channels « 512 Hz continuously - nt24 (3 bytes) =~ Log - 0.00% ~ Ok

Network: OK
0.00%

Apply and Start Network -

Figure 17 - Network and Node Configuration Menu

1 Synchronized - By selecting Synchronized, allnodesinthe networkwill periodically synchronize

theirtimeclockstoabeaconthatisbroadcastedbythe WSDA gateway. Eachbeaconcontains
aUTCtimestamp, allowing nodestotimestamptheircollected datawithinanaccuracy of +/-50
us.

Each node will also buffer data and transmit this data in time-slots allocated prior to sampling.
Using time-slots assures the transmissions will not “collide”, or corrupt each other. It also
provides a means for efficiently scaling the size of the network to allow as much data throughput
as possible.

If Synchronized is deselected, the node will not require a beacon time source and will transmit a
data transmission for each measurement sweep. The user should deselect Synchronized if,
either low latency, or the lowest possible power at slow sample rates, is required.

Lossless - The user can achieve near lossless data collection in most environments through the
use of data buffering, radio acknowledgments, and retransmissions. Each node buffers collected
data and timestamps to an internal 2 Mbit FIFO buffer. For each transmission, data is pulled from
this buffer. Upon receiving the data packet, an acknowledgment is sent from the WSDA
gateway providing the beacon. The node will retransmit data until this acknowledgment is
received. Inherent overhead in the transmission scheduling protocol assures the node time to
recover from periods of poor radio communication.

This feature allows lossless performance in environments where the node achieves as low as

50% packet error rate. It also allows for operation in situations where the gateway and node
move in and out of range of each other.

L.OIRID sensine
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NOTE: The Lossless feature is only available when Synchronized is enabled. Disable Lossless if
the application requires consistent latency or can tolerate lost data.

1 Node: Indicatesthe node address beside aboxwithacheck mark. Thisboxischecked by
defaulttoincludethe nodeinthe sampling. Uncheck the boxtoexcludethe nodefromthe
sampling.

1 Channels: Providesadrop-down menutoselectthe desired sensorchannelsforthe node.

1 Sampling: Displays adrop-down menuto selectthe samplerate. "Continuously" samples
indefinitely, "For" specifies a fixed sampling time-frame, and "Bursting" allows short sampling
durations performed at periodicintervals.

1 Data Type: Selecttheresolutionofthe datareported by the node. Selectinglower resolution
data will require fewer transmissions and lower power. Selecting "Float" will request the node
send data in the configured calibration unit type.

1 Log/Transmit: Select"Log Only"to have the node store all collected data to flash memory for
laterdownload. Select"TransmitOnly"to havethe nodetransmitalldatawhileitiscollected. Or
select"Log and Transmit" to have the node perform both operations.

1 % Total: Indicates the percentage of total over-the-air bandwidth reserved for each node.

1 Status: Displays network errors.

1 Apply and Start Network: Applies all of the settings, startsthe entire network, and starts the
Base Station'sbeacon.

1 Apply and Arm Nodes: This setting allows the userto Armall of the
nodes without starting the beacon. If the gateway has already enabled
the beacon, this setting will keep the gateway's beacon.
1 Apply Only: Saves the settings to memory and not start the network.

L.OIRID sensine
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4. Viewing Data

4.1 SensorConnect

4.1.1 Using Dashboards and Widgets

Collected data is viewed on the Data page through the creation of dashboards and widgets. Think
of dashboards as individual pages and widgets as an illustration on the page. Create multiple data
widgets on each dashboard to display sampled data as a time-series graph, text chart, or a simple
gauge that only displays the most current reading. This format provides an easy way to organize
many sensors and networks, and it allows the information to be displayed in the most appropriate

layout.
add a data widget selected dashboard
+ Add Widget Dashboard 1 ~
/\‘/'\‘_\,\/,./\
R —— -0.1138
Time Series Linear Gauge Numeric Gauge

« -

Text Chart 3D Model

Figure 18 - Viewing Data
4.1.2 Navigating Graphs

Use the mouse along with the shift and control keys inside the graph window to adjust the data view.

Control Action
Mouse wheel Zoom in/out on x-axis
Shift + mouse wheel Zoom in/out on y-axis
Mouse double-click Zoom to extends

Shift + mouse left-click, drag left/right Zoom window left/right
Shift + mouse left-click, drag up/down Zoom window up/down
Ctrl + mouse left-click, drag Zoom box

Table 2 - Graph View Controls

L.OIRID sensine
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4.1.3 Widgets Options

The widget configuration menu is different for each type of widget but typically includes sensor or
channel selections and widget settings such as titles and legends.

After adding a widget, left click to select and configure it in the Channels and Settings left sidebar
menu. Under Channels, the channel(s) for the widget can be enabled and disabled.

widget settings menu

Home}| Devices Data

| + Add widget Dashboard 1 ~
Qamx
inertial-6225.45668 - Roll
1 [ 30m-gx3:35 45668 - Roll : -0.007018787320703268 rad
I 3dm x3-35 45668 - Pitch : 0.06388027220964432 rad
I 30m.£x3.35 45668 - Yaw : -0.9330644607543945 rad
Auto Range
= —k
Minimum
<
-1.1554163694381714
Maximum 09:28:41 09:29:11 09:29:50 09:30:09 09:30:3%
0.8456584215164185 I 1.086e+0
|
it '8 A —— o d
A :
Slider Color 1577840 !
.... 09:16:26 09:19:59 09:23:32 09:27:06 09:30:39
Inertial-6225.45668 - Roll x 3D Model x
-0.0070 rad

Figure 19 - Widget Settings Menu

4.1.4 Time Series Widget Menu

The Time Series Widget menu has two features to help optimize sensor data collection for export to
a .csv file. Snap to Latest captures the most recent data and Zoom isolates specific events from a
larger data sample (see Exporting Data Files on page 28).

widget help

export data mathengine

zoom copy widget

snap to latest close

Figure 20 - Time Series Widget Menu
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4.1.5 Exporting Data Files

To export data to a .csv file, select the Export Data button on the Time Series widget > Export >
name the document > save to the preferred location on the host computer.

CSV Export

o+ CSV Export File This will export the data in your widget to a CSV file.

) @ > ThisPC » Documen i
Start Time: 2017/02/17 13:01:19.783

New folder End Time: 2017/02/17 13:02:09.592

Organize ¥

3 This PC
[ Desktop
|2 Documents
& Downloads
D Music

[&=] Pictures

O ETL R S ensorConnectData. csvi

Save as type: (ESVf;Ies 7(‘;;crs§)m

Figure 21 - Exporting Data

Data acquired through SensorConnect is automatically saved on the host computer. Saved data can
be uploaded to SensorCloud. Ethernet gateways provide the option to automatically port the data to
SensorCloud during data acquisition for near real-time display and aggregation. Ethernet gateways
can also be configured to save data locally to internal memory for future upload to the host computer or
SensorCloud.

SensorCloud is based on cloud computing technology and is designed for long term collecting and
preservation of data. Features include time series and visualization graphing, automated alerts, and
data interpretation tools such as data filtering, statistical analysis, and advanced algorithm
development with the integrated MathEngine ® interface. Leveraging the open source API,
SensorCloud can also be used to collect data from other LORD Sensing sensor products or third-party
systems. Basic SensorCloud services are available to all users free of charge at:
http://www.sensorcloud.com/.

SensorCloud Login

Figure 22 - SensorCloud Log-in or Register
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4.1.6 Navigating Menus

The SensorCloud interface has six main views. When logging in as a registered user, the Device
view is the default. Navigate to other views by clicking the view name at the top of the page (Figure
23 - SensorCloud Menu Views). The Data and Settings views are only available once a device is
selected from the device list.

Device lists — select a device to
access Data and Settings menus

- o o o e e o o oy Ve 11

Cwned Devices \
DATA (jUR 18 -jUL 18]
DEVICE LT CONFIGLIRATION LAST HEARD PO TOTAL STORAGE
usAGE
\ P
nanis (TP Comtiquration 200 HOF
DA ETRCHTI I Monthly Storage: .00/ 10 MOF
Trismactions: 000K/ 23K

CONFIGURATION LAST HEARD FROM

Conlfigurutien LSS 1202

Demo Devices
oeviceE LAST HEARD FROM

TS 14:36

WGE1ADHIS02 1004 Rasic Comiiyuration TN 14 1130 158 MO
Monthiy Srorage: £.00/10 MOR

Figure 23 - SensorCloud Menu Views

Device - The device list shows every Ethernet gateway and API device associated with the
SensorCloud account, including owned, shared, and demo devices. This view provides links to each
device’s SensorCloud subscription plan, configuration options, and a summary of last communications
and datatransactions.

Account - The account view is for logistic management of the SensorCloud account, such as changing
the log-in password, accessing user email, and reviewing billing information.

CSV Uploader - The data upload feature enables data from any source (such as non-Ethernet LORD
Sensing gateways, or third-party sensor) to be uploaded to the SensorCloud platform. The data must
be in the LORD Sensing CSV format.

Data - This view is only available after a device is selected. It displays data that is collected from sensor
nodes or uploaded from files. Data selections are listed by node channel or a user-defined label and
can be enabled for display in the graph window. The interactive graph has navigational features such
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as panning, zooming, and an overview graph for single-click access to data points or ranges. There are
also use and management features such as viewing the meta-data and downloading, embedding, and
tagging data graphs.

Device menus
SensorCloud™ DEVICES ACCOUNT CSVUPLOADER DATA SETTINGS MATHENGINE®
PRSNSOrCIOUd” ORVICES ACCOUNT CSVUROADER DATA SETTMGS MATHENGMNES

Figure 24 - SensorCloud Data View

Settings - The settings view provides options for adding meta-data, configuring the data displays for
each channel, creating alerts based on data thresholds, setting the data timezone, and more.

MathEngine® - is used to analyze sensor data. Functions include the ability to filter out frequencies,
smooth out noisy data, perform math operations such as Fast Fourier Transforms (FFTs), and more
(Figure 25 - MathEngine® View ). MathEngine® interfaces with the SensorCloud graphing view for
faster processing. Users can write their own algorithms for custom applications. Refer to the

MathEngine® website for more information.
http://sensorcloud.com/mathengine
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Figure 25 - MathEngine® View
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Figure 26 - FFT Graph in SensorCloud

For more information about SensorCloud features and navigation, refer to the SensorCloud
website:http://www.sensorcloud.com/, or contact LORD Sensing Technical Support.
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5. Installation

5.1 Mounting Recommendations

The V- Link - 200 is rated for indoor use only, unless housed in a ruggedized outdoor enclosure.

Enclosures for the V-Link-200 are available from LORD Sensing.

There are two mounting tabs on the node, with holes for fastening. A DIN rail clip and three screws are
included with the V-Link-200 for optional DIN rail mounting ( Figure 29 - DIN Rail Mount Option).

The node can be mounted in any orientation, but it is recommended that it is mounted in a way that
optimizes wireless communications, typically with the antenna pointing upward. For more information,
see Optimizing the Radio Link on page 34.

128.8 mm

[5.07 in]

#8.9 mm ¥4.2mm [.16 in]
[.35in]

©4.5 mm ¥ THRU

[3.25 in]

A

82.5 mm Ls \% j
q —

115.3 mm
[4.54 in]

Figure 27 - Mounting the Node

Figure 28 -

49.4 mm
[1.95 in]

117.6 mm
[4.63 in]
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DIN RAIL
(NOT INCLUDED)

MOUNTING CLIP SCREWS
(INCLUDED)
N
DIN RAIL
MOUNTING CLIP
(INCLUDED)
V-LINK-200

R

fﬁ%%fﬁfﬁ

Figure 29 - DIN Rail Mount Option
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5.2 Optimizing the Radio Link

NOTE

In the event of communication difficulties, it may be necessary to disable WIFI on the host
computer, or use a USB extender when collecting data.

The best method for ensuring optimal radio communication is to conduct an RF survey of the
installation site. This is easily accomplished in SensorConnect by using the range test feature to
quantify the radio signal strength (RSSI) in various scenarios. See Range Test on page 35 for
instructions on using SensorConnect for measuring RSSI. The following are general guidelines for
maximizing communication range:
1 Line of Sight(LOS) between the nodeand gateway. Trytoavoid obstructionssuchas
buildings, terrain, vegetation, or other physical barriers.

1 Increase the Mounting Height of the node to allow a clearer LOS path to the
gateway. Heightabovethe groundisalsoimportantbecause reflections off ofthe ground
caninterfere atthe receiver. Generally, the higher above the ground the better.

1 Minimize Radio Frequency Interference (RFI) from other wireless devices, especially
those operating in the same frequency range. This includes other nodes and 2.4 GHz
WIFI routers. If other wireless devices are required nearby, mount them at different
heightstominimizeinterference. Additionally, a differentradiofrequency maybe selected
using SensorConnectsoftware.

Minimize Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) such as that which is generated by power
transmission equipment, microwaves, power supplies, and other electromagnetic
sources.

1 Metal Objects in close proximity to either antenna, particularly ferrous metals such as
steelandiron, canbe problematicforwirelesscommunications. Thelargerthe object,the
greater theinfluence.
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5.2.1

Range Test

After establishing communication between node and gateway, use the range test feature in
SensorConnect to monitor the signal strength and to optimally position the nodes, gateway, and
antennae for installation. Maximum achievable range is determined by the gateway and node
power settings (found in the device Configure menu) and is highly dependent on the physical
environment surrounding the devices.

1. Select the node name > Range Test

Node 36123

Address

Model

Senal

36323
V-iink

6312.2000-00001

Frrrware

103065

| 2 ] %

Set 1o Idle

Figure 30 - Range Test Menu

2. RSSI is a measure of signal strength between the node and the base station. A higher
RSSI value (closer to zero), will result in better node to base station communication.
Reliable communication can be achieved with a signal strength greater than -75 dBm, in
the absence of radio frequency interference. Position the node and gateway antennas
where the best RSSI value is observed.

Wireless Range Test

Current

Min

Signal strength of
base station to node M sase-Nodes274« (N 6
Base «Node 42744 (T 22
. ol
Signal strength of

node to base station

Max

-4
-19

Average

-4.0
-20.0

Ping Success

Good: 1444
Bad: 1
Total: 1445 (99.93%)

Figure 31 - Range Test Statistics
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6. Connecting Sensors

The V-Link-200 wireless sensor node features eight analog input channels that interface with a wide range
of available sensor technologies, essentially converting them into wireless sensors. The node
accommodates Wheatstone Bridge and analog sensors for applications in wireless strain gauge
monitoring, such as torque, force, and pressure measurement, as well as sensors for other applications
like wireless accelerometers, vibration sensors, magnetic field and displacement sensors. Environmental
sensing can be achieved with wireless RTD and wireless thermocouple monitoring.

The V- Link- 200 includes four single ended and four differential channels for sensor measurement.
Differential channels may need to be factory-set to work for specific types of sensors. For information
about channel configurations see Differential Input Channels on page 41. For ordering information see
Wireless Equipment on page 84.

6.1 Sensor Requirements

Below are guidelines for selecting sensors for use with the V-Link-200. For interfacing with sensors
outside of these parameters, or not included in the examples in the following sections, contact
Technical Support (see Technical Support on page 82).

Sensor Impedance:

1 Differential sensor inputs using a Wheatstone Bridge must have an impedance thatis =
120 Q. For half-bridge and quarter-bridge configurations, the node impedance value is set
to match the sensorwhen the node is manufactured and must be specified at the time of
order. For more information see Wireless Equipment on page 84 . Custom bridge
completion impedance values are available on request.

Sensor Signal Voltage:

1 Differential sensorinputsinclude ahardware gainand offsetstage before the sensorinput
signal is processed by the analog to digital voltage converter within the node. The
combination of the gain, offset, and sensor signal voltage cannotexceedthe 5V dc input
range of the analog to digital converter. For more information see Differential Input Gain
and Offseton page 68.

1 Single-ended sensor signal voltages are measured with respectto the system ground and
must be between-10.24to +10.24 V dc.

Sensor Power:

1 The total current available for all connected sensors must be less than 150mA. The
voltage is4.096 V dc.
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6.2 Wiring Recommendations

It is good practice that all sensor wiring be done with shielded cable. The shield is connected to the
system ground only at one end to avoid ground loops. For sensitive small voltage signals (such as
strain gauges) sensor wire leads should be of matched lengths so the lead resistance for each
connection is as close to the other as possible. For long lengths of wire, a system calibration is
recommended over a sensor calibration. See Sensor Calibration on page 52.
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6.3 Sensor Power

Ac AUTION Total sensor current draw of more than 150mA can cause permanent
damage to the node and should be avoided.

Sensors can be powered by the node or with an external power supply. The node sensor excitation
voltage is 4.096 V dc and can provide up to 150mA total on all channels. If a higher voltage or more
current is required for the sensor, an appropriately sized external power supply can be used. For
example, using the node battery for current intensive devices such as 4 to 20mA sensors will drain the
battery quickly. For these applications, an external source is recommended for the sensor or the node.

Drain on the battery can also be limited by selecting low resource sampling modes and low duty
sampling rates, which automatically switch the node excitation voltage off after sampling. This feature
can also be utilized to turn switches on and off to further control resource use. See Using the Excitation
Oulput as a Switch on page 48.

External battery holders and ruggedized outdoor housings that accommodate larger batteries are
available for the V-Link-200 and can be used to extend battery operating capacity and duration. See
Node Accessories on page 84.

6.4 Node Channels Designations

Channel Description Pin Nomenclature
1 differential channel 1 S1
2 differential channel 2 S2
3 differential channel 3 S3
4 differential channel 4 S4
5 single ended channel 1 Ain1
6 single ended channel 2 Ain2
7 single ended channel 3 Ain3
8 single ended channel 4 Ain4

Table 1 - Channel Designations
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6.5 Terminal Block Connections

When inserting the sensor leads into the terminal block ensure the lead wire is being clamped under
the terminal screw and not the lead insulation. If the sensor wires are a very fine gauge, folding and
tinning them may be useful to provide more area for the terminal screw to make contact. Failure to
provide adequate connection may result in erroneous data.

%

®
£ 7
node . %
\ pin 1
header
s
pin 30
Node Pin Signal | Node Pin
Number Number

1 SP+ 16 SP+
2 S1+ 17 S4+
3 S1- 18 S4-
4 GND 19 GND
5 S1S 20 S4S
6 SP+ 21 Ain5
7 S2+ 22 GND
8 S2- 23 Ain6
9 GND 24 GND
10 S2S 25 Ain7
11 SP+ 26 GND
12 S3+ 27 Ain8
13 S3- 28 GND
14 GND 29 Vin
15 S3S 30 GND

Table 3 - Terminal Block Connections
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6.6 Pin Descriptions

. . Pin
Signal Description Range
g p e g
Node external power I
power supply 7.5t036 V dc
Vin POWST fficient t it
An alternate to the node power jack. See Powering input sufncient current capacity
the Node on page 70. for sensors
Return ower
GND feturn return
For node power and sensor excitation
nsor excitati
Sensor excitation 4.096 V dc
S+ Power to external sensors. At sampling rates under output maximum' co_mbin_ed !oad
32Hz, it is only active when the node is sampling the on all excitation pins is 150
sensors. mA.
Differential sensor input +
Sx+ 0to 5V dcincluding
Positive input to the node programmable gain amp- gain and offset
lifier (PGA). Used with S-. inout Wheatstone Bridge com-
Differential sensor input + P patible sensor with 120 Q
input imped -
Sx- Negative input to the node programmable gain manedpe ance recom
amplifier (PGA). Used with S+.
Three wire input 4.096 V dc including
gain and offset
Sx S Used only for three wire configuration of quarter input Wh'eatstone Brlqge com-
bridge strain gauge bridges. Leave unconnected for Panblg sensor with 120 Q
non quarter strain gauge bridge applications. input impedance recom-
mended
Single ended sensor input
AIRX Routed directly to the node analog to digital (A/D) Input -10.2410+10.24 V de
converter. Return is node GND.

Table 4 - Node Pin Descriptions
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6.7 Differential Input Channels

There are 4 differential input channels to the V-Link-200, labeled channels 1 to 4. Each differential channels
consists of 5 pins labeled S+, Sx+, Sx-, Sx S, and GND, where x is the channel number. These pins are
described in Table 4 - Node Pin Descriptions, and are accessible via the two 15 pin screw terminal blocks.

Each differential channel consists of a PGA, anti-aliasing filtering, and 18-bit analog-to-digital converter
(ADC). The PGA allows for adjustable gain and offset. Increasing the gain increases resolution at the cost of
narrowing the input range. The amplifier offset allows users to move the input range window up or down within
the full scale range. Lastly, the anti-aliasing low pass filter may be adjusted in order to limit the bandwidth of
signal prior to the ADC. Gain and input range are described further in section 6.7.2 Differential Channel Raw
Voltage, while amplifier offset is described in the section Offset Scale (with Auto Balance). A detailed
description of anti-aliasing filtering is described in the technote labeled V-Link-200 Anti-aliasing Filter.

For information on how to wire differential sensors to the V-Link-200 see section 6.7.1 Differential Sensors.

‘L_ —

N , 2, SensorConnect
M ;. A/D Radi | Base | LI
AR £ Station

Input Amplified Samples Wireless Samples Output
signal signal (bits) Communication (bits) Units

Figure 32 - Differential Channel Signal Processing
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6.7.1 Differential Sensors

Sensors that are classified as differential sensors often utilize a Wheatstone Bridge configuration.
These sensors are essentially a resistive load that use the bridge configuration to detect very small
resistive changes and produce a precise voltage output as a result. Some examples include strain
gauge elements or strain gauge-based sensors, such as some load cells and pressure transducers,
as well as some soil moisture, temperature, and other sensors. For use with the V- Link- 200 ,
sensors with an impedance of = 120 Q are recommended.

Calibration in the SensorConnect software for these devices varies depending on the type of sensor
and includes using the shunt calibration for strain gauges. The following diagrams show how to
connect these types of sensors. Note: Full- Bridge is the standard LORD Sensing offering.
Calibration for Half-Bridge, Two Wire Quarter-Bridge, and Three Wire Quarter-Bridge requires the
optional on-board bridge completion. See Sensor Calibration on page 52 for more information.

KEY
x = channel number
Rx = sensor element or resistor
=> = variable value

node terminal block
four element

sensor circuit
Sx- o
R4 R1
Full-Bridge GND
R3 R2
Sx+ o
SP+

Figure 33 - Full Bridge Wiring
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KEY
x = channel number
Rx = sensor element or resistor
=> = variable value

node terminal block & internal circuit

dual element
sensor circuit
o SP+
R4 R1
° S- Half-Bridge
R3 R2
=GND
o S+

node terminal block & internal circuit
single element

sensor circuit (recommended)
Sx- e
R4 * xS R1
. GND Three Wire
Quarter-Bridge
R3 R2
o Sx+
o SP+e
single element node terminal block & internal circuit
sensor circuit (alternate)
E-o Sx-
R4 o Sx S R1
Two Wire
* GND Quarter-Bridge
R3 R2
o Sx+
o SP+e

Figure 34 - Half and Quarter-Bridge Wiring

L.OIRID sensin

43 MicroStrain



V-Link®-200 User Manual

6.7.2 Differential Channel Raw Voltage

To set the V- Link- 200 to show the raw voltage that is being applied (in mV) to channels 1 - 4
(differential channels), enter the slope and offset for the input range being used. (See Table 5 -
below)

Input Range [Gain] | Slope Offset
+156 mV [16] 0.0012207031 -156.25
+78.1 mV [32] 0.0006103516 -78.13
1£39.0 mV [64] 0.0003051758 -39.06
+19.5 mV [128] 0.0001525879 -19.53
19.76 mV [256] 0.0000762939 -9.77
14.88 mV [512] 0.0000381470 -4.88
+2.44 mV [1024] 0.0000190735 -2.44
+1.22 mV [2048] 0.0000095367 -1.22

Table 5 - Raw Voltage Output

The formula to derive the above raw voltage output:
Slope = 5120mv + (262144 * gain)

Offset = -(5000mV =+ (2 * gain)) (Assuming balance to mid-scale is perfect)
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6.7.3 Measuring Small Voltages

Some sensor types that have small signal voltages (around 20 mV or less) may be better measured
by biasing the sensor signal to the mid range of the node input range with a voltage divider, as
shown in Figure 35 - Small Voltage Measurement.

Channel configuration will include adjusting the gain setting accordingly in the SensorConnect

software.
node terminal block
sensor power
+VDC L Sp+
R1
, 100KQ
sensor sensor signal - -
R2
100KQ
= GND
sensor signal + . St
KEY

x =channel number
Rx = external resistor

Figure 35 - Small Voltage Measurement
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6.8 Single-Ended Input Channels

Single-ended channels are designed to measure voltages with reference to the system ground and can
accommodate many analog sensors types including accelerometers, pressure transducers,
geophones, temperature sensors, inclinometers, and more. These channels can also be used to
measure reference voltages.

Sensors that operate on 4.096 V dc can be powered with the node excitation voltage. Alternately,
sensors can be powered with an external source.

The sensor output signal is processed in the node by an 18 -bit analog to digital (A/D) converter, over
the -10.24 to +10.24 V dc range. The resolution of the sensor measurement is dependent on the full
scale output range of the sensor. More resolution can be achieved by changing the single- ended
channel input range, see below.

Voltage Range Slope | Offset ‘
+10.24 V 0.0000781250 -10.24
5.12V 0.0000390625 -5.12
+2.56 V 0.0000195313 -2.56
+10.24 V 0.0000390625 0
+5.12V 0.0000195313 0

Table 6 - Single-ended Raw Voltage Ranges

The following sections provide examples of how various sensors can be connected to the node. For
other applications, see Technical Support on page 82.

- myy

Base
Station |

Radio
| |

Input Signal Samples Wireless Samples Output
(0-3V) (bits) Communication (bits) Units

| =Sty

Figure 36 - Single Ended Signal Processing
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6.8.1 Measuring Small Currents (4 to 20mA Sensors)

LORD Sensing nodes with analog inputs, such as the V-Link-200 support a wide range analog
sensors. These include acceleration, vibration, strain, load cells, torque, pressure, magnetic fields,
displacement, and geophones, among others. To support these sensors, the nodes measure small
voltages. Additionally, sensors with small current outputs, such as 4 to 20mA sensors, can be
used with the nodes by adding a precision sampling resistor across a single-ended input channel
to the node. An example circuitis shown in Figure 37 - Small Current Measurements.

1
Node Channel and Sensor Output Range: Either the single- channel or

differential analog input channel can be used to measure current. The external
circuit and node settings are different for each. The single-ended option is simpler
allows less adjustment. For applications in which very small currents will be
measured, the differential inputs offer better noise immunity and programmable
gain settings. Available gain settings vary between node models. Differential inputs
can be factory configured for various bridge completion and impedance values. For
this application, the standard full- bridge configuration is assumed. For other
configurations contact LORD Sensing Technical Support.

Power Source: If the sensor will be operating continuously in the 20mA range, or if
multiple analogs inputs are in use, it is recommended that an external source be
used to power the sensor or the node. Typically nodes can only supply 50mA (to all
sensors), so 20mA would be a significant portion of the node capacity and would
drain the internal battery quickly. However for applications with lower current
requirements and measurement ranges, the internal battery may be a better option
to mitigate potential noise sources, especially when using differential channels.
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For battery life and current draw information see Using the Internal Node Battery on page 70. The
current limitations can be mitigated by using an external power source for the sensor or the node. If
using node excitation power is the best for the application, drain on the battery life can be limited by
only switching the node excitation voltage on just before sampling and then turning it off
afterward. This happens automatically at low duty sampling rates (32Hz or lower) and can be set up
for other sample rates with external circuitry. For more information see Using the Excitation Output
as a Switch onpage 48.

KEY node terminal block

x = channel number
Rx = external resistor

sensor

sensor +V ‘ sensor signal AT
T R1
sensor power 100Q
supp1+VDC +/-1%
a GND . . GND

Figure 37 - Small Current Measurements

6.9 Using the Excitation Output as a Switch

At low sampling rates (under 32Hz) the node automatically switches the excitation voltage output off
when the sensor is not being sampled, in order to conserve battery life. This feature can also be used
in applications where a switch is desired, such as for turning sensor power on and off when the sensor
is powered by the node but has a large current draw. It can also be used as a general purpose switch,
such as for controlling a relay or transistor. The same limitations apply as to a sensor; the device must
operate on 4.096 V dc and not require more than 150mA when combined with all other sensor current
draw. To use the excitation output in this way, connect the control line of the device (example: relay coll
or NPN transistor base) to the excitation pin on the node terminal block (SP+) and reference (eampecher
side of the relay coil or the NPN transistor emitter) to the node ground pin (GND).
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6.10 Thermocouples

Thermocouples can be used on the differential input channels by simply adding a high- impedance
resistor to the input. An example circuit is shown in Figure 38 - Connecting a Thermocouple.

Thermocouples should be calibrated by first selecting the appropriate baseline offset range, output
range, or gain and then applying know loads and calculating the slope and offset values. Using water
as the known load medium (submerging the thermocouple in ice and hot water baths) is a simple
method that can be used for calibration.

node terminal block

thermocouple circuit

thermocouple o Sx+
signal +

R1
1MQ

~ GND

thermocouple e 1o Sy-
signal -

KEY

x = channel number
Rx = external resistor

Figure 38 - Connecting a Thermocouple
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6.11 Connecting Accelerometers

LORD Sensing bridge type accelerometers, such as the Triaxial Accelerometer Cubes, can be used
with V-Link-200 to create wireless acceleration sensor platforms. Connect each accelerometer axis
output to a node differential input channel. Power is provided to the accelerometer from the node
excitation supply.

For additional information on LORD Sensing accelerometers compatible for use with the V-Link-200,
see Recommended Sensors on page 85. For information on integrating other types of sensors not
described in this manual, contact Technical Support (see Technical Support on page 82).

6.12 On-board Temperature Sensor
1 The V-Link-200 has an on-board, solid state temperature sensor mounted on the surface
of the circuit board.
1 Available as a channel in the Diagnostic Packet.

1 The temperature sensor has a measurementrange of -40°C to +85°C range with an
accuracyof £ 0.5°C @25°C.
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7. Sensor Settings

LORD Sensing sensor nodes are designed to accept many sensor types. The node configuration interface
includes settings for measurement units and conversion values. There are preset measurement units, as
well as a user-defined field. Because the wireless sensor system is digital, the analog voltage readings
from the sensors are converted into a digital equivalent value based on the volt-to-bit scale of the internal
analog-to-digital voltage converter (A/D converter). Sensor readings can be displayed and recorded in
A/D value (bits) directly or further converted to engineering units by applying conversion values and a
conversion formula. For more information, See Sensor Conversion Values on page 62.

Some sensors require calibration to determine more accurate conversion values. Calibration incorporates
coefficients that normalize the sensor output to a known reference device and guarantee accuracy of
conversions.

External sensors can be attached to any channel that is suitable for sensor type. 7able 7 - Example
External Sensor Types , describes example sensors, units, and calibration options.

example . calibration
channel type units .
external sensors options
strain shunt calibration
strain gauges in full, half, volts user entry from
quarter/custom Wheatstone AD val manufacturer
Bridge configurations value data, lab or field
custom calibration
other Wheatstone Bridge sensors
g-force
such as:
analog A/D value
. s some pressure Sensors
differential input volts
some force sensors user entry from
SOMe Mass SEensors custom manufacturer data,
some displacement sensors English ~and - metric Iab.or figld
P measurements for; | calibration
some accelerometers mass, pressure, force,
some temperature sensors distance, and
4-20mA sensors temperature.
analog volts user entry from
sinale ended sensors with voltage outputs A/D value manufacturer data,
g. referenced to the system ground. lab or field
input custom calibration
temperature user entry from
manufacturer data,
thermocouple thermocouples A/D value lab or field
custom calibration

Table 7 - Example External Sensor Types
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7.1 Sensor Calibration

Many sensors require calibration coefficients to accurately report measurements. Methods for
determining the calibration coefficients depend on the type of sensor measurement and application.
The SensorConnect software facilitates multiple calibration methods. Calibration calculators for some
applications are also available by contacting LORD Sensing Technical Support. See Technical
Support onpage 82.

1 Sensor manufacturer’s specifications or calibration: The slope and offset values, or the
datato derive them, are provided with the sensor by the manufacturer to prove its accuracy
and describe expected voltage output. Some sensors are calibrated individually, while
others are manufactured to a standard sensitivity value (plus or minus some tolerance),
which is provided in the device specifications.

1 Sensor lab calibration: If the manufacturer's calibration is not available or outdated,
calibration of the sensor can be performed with calibrated equipment in a controlled
environment. The calibration equipment and process will typically be traceable to an industry
standard, such as NIST or ASTM in the United States. Fixed loads are applied to the sensor
while the sensor output is recorded. The load is applied or measured by a calibrated
reference device. The known load value from the calibrated device is then plotted against the
measured output of the sensor to determine the calibration slope and offset. In
SensorConnect this can be accomplished by taking sensor readings while applying the
known loads.

Sensor wiring, tolerances in system electronics, and differences in mounting techniques are examples
of systemic variables that can influence the sensor readings. Sensors that are making small
measurements or are otherwise sensitive to these slight differences may benefit from a system
calibration. The following techniques are system calibrations:

1 System shunt calibration (internal and external): This option is only available for
Wheatstone bridge- type sensors (such as strain gauges) in SensorConnect. In the shunt
calibration process, an internal or external precision resistor is used to load part of the sensor
bridge while the sensor remains unloaded. The bridge output is measured and used as a
loaded calibration point for the sensor. In addition to the no- load value it can be used to
derive the calibration slope and offset. The internal shunt resistor is suitable for most
applications, however an external shunt may be beneficial in high gain scenarios.

1 System field calibration: The field calibration is a similar methodology to the sensor lab
calibration. Known loads are applied to the sensor while the sensor outputis recorded. The
load is applied or measured by a reference device. In this scenario, the sensor may be
installed infinalfield configuration, and the load may be applied with the actual stimulus that
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the sensor will be monitoring. The known load value from the reference device is then plotted
against the measured output of the sensor to determine the calibration slope and offset. In

SensorConnect this can be accomplished by taking sensors readings while applying the
known loads.
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7.1.1 EXAMPLE: Internal Shunt Calibration

NODE: V-Link-200, 18 bit (262144 A/D values)

CHANNEL TYPE: differential analog input, 0 to 5 V dc input range
SENSOR TYPE: strain gauge, Wheatstone Bridge, full bridge configuration
SENSOR PARAMETERS: application voltage range: +/-2 mV

This is the expected output voltage of the strain gauge based on the range of strain being measured
in the application and the sensitivity of the gauge (volts/strain).

DESIRED OUTPUT: engineering units, microstrain

PROCEDURE:

1. Open SensorConnect and establish communication with the gateway and node. ( See
System Operation on page 14).

Select Hardware > Input Range for channel 1, select +/-2 mV from the drop down menu.

3. Under Hardware Offset, select Balance Target for channel 1, select Mid (50%) from the drop
down menu.

4. Select Auto- Balance. When auto- balance is complete, a blue information window will
indicate the balanceresult.

Hardware

Input Range

Channel(s) Input Range

1 +2 millivolts v

Hardware Offset

Channel(s) Offset Balance Target

Auto balance complete
(achieved: 49.99%)

Figure 39 - Auto-Balance
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5. Select Calibration.

6. Select Microstrain from the Unit drop down menu, select the Shunt Cal button enabled on the

right.

Hardware Calibration Sampling

Linear Calibration
Channel(s) Slope Offset Unit

1 1 0 Microstrain v n

Figure 40 - Node Configuration Menu

7. Use thefollowing settings:

a.

Calibration Mode: Is either Internal (using the shunt resistor on the V-Link-200)
or External (using an external shunt resistor).

For this example, Calibration Mode is set to: Internal

Number of Active Gauges: Typically full-bridge is 4, half-bridge is 2, and quarter-
bridge is 1.

For this example, Number of Active Gauges is: 4
Gauge Factor: Is a specification from the gauge.

For this example, Gauge Factor is: 2
Gauge Resistance: Is a specification from the gauge.

For this example, Gauge Resistance is: 1000
Shunt Resistance: 499000

8. Select Start Shunt Cal for Slope and Offset calibrations.

9. Select Accept Calibration.
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Shunt Calibration

Node: 78 - Channel: ch1

Calibration Mode Internal i
# Active Gauges 4
Gauge Factor 2
Gauge Resistance 1000 ohm
Shunt Resistance 499000 | ohm

Figure 41 - Channel Settings

10. When the calibration is complete, the Wireless Node Configuration window will appear.
11.  Select Apply Configuration to write to node memory.
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7.1.2 Calibration Lab or Field

The lab and field calibrations use similar methodology. See Sensor Calibration on page 52. The
primary difference is the traceability and calibration environment. Lab calibrations are performed in
controlled environments with traceable equipment and procedures. Field calibrations are more
improvised, although calibrated equipment can still be used to improve accuracy.

NODE: V-Link-200, 18 bit